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Blood & Beyond is a multi-stakeholder initiative co-funded by Bristol Myers Squibb (BMS) and CSL, involving experts from the fields of haematology, transfusion medicine, anaesthesiology, patient blood management,
nursing, patient advocacy, health economics, and hospital management, with support from policymakers committed to driving improvements in this area. The aim of the initiative is to raise awareness of the importance
of good blood health and of the impact of anaemia on patients, healthcare systems and society at large, with the overarching goal to help advance policies and practices that improve patient outcomes by supporting
patient-centricity in anaemia prevention, diagnosis, and management through patient blood management (PBM) and innovation.



he Blood and Beyond policy event ‘The Time

is Now: Maling Blood Health a Policy Priority’

took place in person, with some panelists

joining virtually, at the European Parliament
in Brussels on 7" April. The event was hosted by
Member of the European Parliament (MEP) Tomislav
Sokol (Croatia) and co-hosted by MEP Michalis
Hadjipantela (Cyprus). The event contributed to
putting the discussion on the importance of paying
attention to blood health on the policy agenda.
Furthermore, the event served to present the policy
recommendations put forward by Blood and Beyond
for the current European political term (2024-2029)
to advance blood health and patient blood manage-
ment (PBM) implementation in Europe.

The event brought together European policymakers
and policy influencers, patient representatives,
healthcare professionals, trade associations,
industry representatives, and other interested
stakeholder groups.
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Tamsin Rose, the moderator of the event, welcomed participants
and speakers and introduced the Blood and Beyond initiative. During
her intervention, she explained that the goal of the event was to
raise awareness among EU policymakers about blood health and to
advocate for PBM implementation and best practices.

WELCOME REMARKS

The host of the event, MEP Tomislav Sokol, opened the event by
explaining how health policies have become a more important policy
priority in Brussels over the last five years, including by the creation of
the new Committee on Public Health (SANT) earlier this year to give
more importance to health policies at the EU level. However, despite
the increasing attention to health issues, he noted that blood health
remains a neglected topic compared to other diseases and health
issues. Consequently, he praised the importance of incorporating this
discussion into the work of the European Parliament. Concluding his
remarks, he affirmed he was looking forward to receiving concrete
policy proposals from the discussion.

“On the specific topic of blood health and blood management, it is a topic m
that is neglected. The European Parliament discusses many topics such as

cancer, rare diseases, and cardiovascular health, but not so much the topic of

blood. Conditions that impair blood health affect at least 28 million European

citizens. This is one of the major public health issues, so it must be discussed

in the European Parliament”.

@ MEP Tomislav Sokol

The co-host of the event, MEP Michalis Hadjipantela, contributed

to the event through a video message with welcome remarks. In his
intervention, he stressed that blood is one of the most neglected
organs and that blood disorders that impair blood health, such as
anaemia, are a leading public health concern and pose an unnec-
essary burden on healthcare systems and societies at large, as he
was well aware of thanks to his former role as Minister of Health of
Cyprus, a country with one of the world’s highest prevalence rates of
thalassaemias, which is the most common inherited blood disorder.
He urged policymakers at both the European and national levels to
give enough attention to good blood health and identify and support
the adequate vehicles to achieve it.

“The European Union should support efforts to improve blood health by,
among others, recognising the value of PBM and encouraging implemen-
tation by the Member States.”

a MEP Michalis Hadjipantela
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PRESENTATION - THE ECONOMIC
DRIVERS OF BLOOD HEALTH
AND THE BENEFITS OF PBM
IMPLEMENTATION

Prof. Axel Hofmann, Chair of the World Health Organization’s
(WHO) External Steering Committee on the Implementation

of Patient Blood Management, delivered a presentation on the
economics of blood health and the associated public health,
patient safety, and economic benefits of PBM implementation.
He set the scene by recalling that back in 2021 the WHO
published a policy brief entitled ‘The urgent need to Implement
Patient Blood Management’, which included a clear call to action
to Member States to implement a national PBM policy and to
allocate funds so that health resources are used more efficiently.
He then informed participants that there are five groups that
can benefit from PBM implementation: patients — including
millions of European citizens who suffer anaemia and other
bleeding disorders, pregnant women, health insurers, healthcare
professionals, and health authorities. Prof. Hofmann also intro-
duced two case studies to illustrate the associated gains of PBM
programmes, drawing from examples in Australia and France.

Further to that, he introduced the latest WHO guidance on
implementing patient blood management to improve global
blood health status, emphasizing that PBM is driven by 3 Ps
(protection, prevention, and promotion) and by the 3 Es for good
clinical practice (economics, ethics, and evidence). Further to it,
he introduced the 8-model to implement PBM that the document
uses, which requires proactive action by the government by
preparing a jurisdictional framework for PBM to create a
favourable landscape that can allow for further roll-out of PBM
pilot programmes by healthcare organisations to, ultimately, go
back to the government to roll out nationwide programmes using
the best examples from the pilots.

“The latest WHO guidance should serve to finally put PBM on the policy
agenda, not only for its enormous financial benefits to healthcare
systems but also because it is good for patients”.

gy\ Prof. Axel Hofmann
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BLOOD AND BEYOND 5-POINT
PLAN FOR BETTER BLOOD
HEALTH IN EUROPE

Dr Esther Oliva, from the Department of Haematology at the
London North West University Healthcare NHS Trust, presented
the policy recommendations that the Blood and Beyond initi-
ative has put forward. These recommendations, in the form of
a 5-Point Plan for Better Blood Health in Europe, aim to present
specific policy actions to EU policymakers, EU Member States,
WHO Europe, and the Organization for Economic Cooperation
and Development (OECD) with specific policy suggestions to
support the implementation of PBM in Europe.

The five recommendations are:

EU bodies should:

4 Recognize the importance of blood health and promote its
advancement through patient blood management (PBM).

Fund an EU-wide project to promote PBM implemen-
tation and enhance national-level expertise.

Support the creation of a European network of PBM reference centres.

EU Member States should:

/M Implement WHO guidance on PBM implementation
and develop national strategies for patient safety
and quality of care that incorporate PBM.

WHO Europe and OECD should:

Incorporate PBM implementation as a quality-of-care
indicator for health systems performance assessment.

The Time is Now
Making Blood Health a Policy Priority



https://bloodandbeyond.com/wp-content/uploads/BB-5point-plan-for-better-blood-health.pdf

PANEL DISCUSSION - ADVANCING
POLICIES FOR BETTER BLOOD
HEALTH IN EUROPE

The panel discussion sought to reflect on best practices,
challenges, and needs for the adoption of policies to
advance blood health in Europe and support PBM
implementation.

Prof. Axel Hofmann pointed to the relationship between the
ageing population and the problem it may pose to blood
reserves, which could be improved with PBM. He noted that
there have been several pilot programmes in Europe, but
PBM has not been established as a policy yet. Consequently,
he emphasized the need for government and health author-
ities” involvement to make PBM mandatory as PBM also
affects patient safety and quality of care.

As regards how legislation can support PBM implemen-
tation, he informed that 60% of blood transfusions are not
indicated and therefore supported the idea of introducing
an amendment to the Regulation on Substances of Human
Origin (SoHO) to amend Article 59 and make explicit the
unnecessary use of SOHOs like blood.

“We cannot leave PBM implementation only to clinical local m
champions. It all starts at the government level. It is the

responsibility of authorities to make PBM normative, as PBM

is a patient safety and quality issue.”

‘ Prof. Axel Hofmann
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Dr Androula Eleftheriou, Executive Director of the Thalassemia International
Federation (TIF), introduced the work of TIF and underlined that it also
represents the global community of patients with severe haemoglobin disorders
and noted these are very common conditions in countries like Cyprus, Greece,
and Italy. She urged addressing the threat of blood shortages by, among others,
implementing PBM programmes. She also emphasized that TIF is one of the few
patient-focused organizations that develops guidelines that include references
to PBM. In her remarks, she highlighted that in countries with the highest blood
donation rates, such as Cyprus and Greece, there is not enough blood to meet
the needs of transfusion-dependent patients, so there is a need to make PBM
programmes mandatory.

She suggested the possibility of introducing an amendment to the SoHO
Regulation to make sure that PBM implementation and policies to prevent blood
shortages are in place. She concluded by informing that TIF and Blood and
Beyond, together with other stakeholders, are in conversations with the Ministry
of Health of Cyprus to hold a side event when Cyprus assumes the rotating
Presidency of the Council of the EU in the first half of 2026.

“Let’s hope that with the help of the distinguished MEPs supporting this event
we can find a real support to develop something comprehensive, constructive
and tailored to the needs of patients through PBM programmes.”

e Dr Androula Eleftheriou

For his part, Dr Joao Breda, Director of the WHO Europe Office

for Quality of Care and Patient Safety, presented the work of his
team as regards promoting patient safety and quality of care in
countries and welcomed that quality and safety frameworks are
applied when discussing PBM. In particular, he praised PBM for
focusing on outcomes for patients. Underlining that one of the
pillars of the work of the WHO Europe Office for Quality of Care
and Patient Safety is to provide technical support to countries and
harness the power of innovation, he announced that his office
would work to incorporate PBM implementation into its work plans
as a criterion for the measurement of countries’ patient safety and
quality of care performance.

Similarly, Dr Breda stressed that it is essential to continue open
dialogue and collaboration in order to transfer knowledge and
experience and thus help the wider Europe region. Against this
backdrop, he affirmed that the WHO is keen to work with the
European Commission and the Member States to facilitate and
promote collaboration.

“PBM has a real impact on patients’ lives.” m
@ Dr Joao Breda
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Asked about the state of play of PBM implementation
in Portugal, Dr Manuel Pizarro, former Minister

of Health of Portugal and current Member of the
Portuguese Parliament, recalled his previous policy
contributions to advancing PBM when he was an

MEP. Highlighting the pressures on health systems

to do more with less, he informed about the current
landscape in Portugal, whereby there is a need for more
blood products but fewer donors. Against this backdrop,
he affirmed that PBM must be made a national
mandatory programme. Noting the experience of the
pilot project at the Hospital Santa Maria in Lisboa,

he urged for more political implication in the issue to
export the programmes to other regions in the country.
In his last remarks, he praised the recommendation to
establish an EU network of PBM reference centres.

“It is mandatory to create new initiatives at the European
level. PBM is a very good point for a Furopean initiative that
could strengthen the Union,”

ﬁ Dr Manuel Pizarro

Speaking about the role of patients and their access to
improved patient care, Kalina Bozhkova, Director at the
Global Alliance for Patient Access (GAfPA), presented
GAfPA’s blood health initiative, which aims to raise
awareness among patient advocates, healthcare stake-
holders, and policymakers about the burden of poor
blood health, in particular anaemia, nor only on chronic
conditions but also other aspects such as women’s
health at large. She underlined that these topics are
overlooked in the current plans around non-communi-
cable diseases (NCDs) and cardiovascular health. Thus,
she saw an opportunity for policymakers to elevate the
issue through discussions or initiatives by, for example,
having a European Parliament resolution on the topic of
blood health to give the issue the visibility it deserves.

“Anaemia is a related condition to chronic conditions, but

it is also a very strong predictor of increased mortality and
complications. What we are witnessing though is that there
is not enough awareness about this even among the most

engaged stakeholders.”

@ Kalina Bozhkova
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CLOSING REMARKS

MEP Sokol closed the event by emphasizing that the
European Parliament should continue engaging on this
topic. He recognized the importance of blood health
and PBM implementation and noted that the European
Parliament can do more to position the conversation
on blood health and PBM implementation through
tools such as special hearings and exchanges of views
in the Public Health Committee. He also called on

the Commission to provide EU funding to enable the
implementation of PBM programmes. He also saw the
value of a European reference network to educate and
upskill healthcare professionals.

To conclude, MEP Sokol informed that he and his
colleague MEP Hadjipantela are putting forward a
Joint MEP Statement to the European Commission
urging the Commission to recognise the importance of
blood health and support the implementation of PBM
in Europe. The Joint MEP Statement is now open for
signing by additional MEPs.

“We have different formats of engaging in different

topics and we will try to put the question of patient blood
management and blood health on the agenda of the Public
Health Committee.”

& MEP Tomislav Sokol

Buropean parliament

fomislav
Sokol. &

Member of the
European Parliament
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Blood & Beyond
is a multi-stakeholder initiative co-funded by Bristol Myers Squibb (BMS) and
CSL, involving experts from the fields of haematology, transfusion medicine,
anaesthesiology, patient blood management, nursing, patient advocacy,
health economics, and hospital management, with support from policy-
makers committed to driving improvements in this area.

The aim of the initiative is to raise awareness of the importance of good
blood health and the need to tackle the impact of anaemia on patients,
healthcare systems and society at large.

Blood and Beyond’s overarching goal is to advocate for and help advance
policies and practices that improve patient outcomes by supporting
patient-centricity in anaemia prevention, diagnosis, and management
through patient blood management (PBM) and innovation.

www.bloodandbeyond.com



